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In this original examination of alcohol production in early America, Sarah Hand Meacham uncovers the
crucia role women played in cidering and distilling in the colonial Chesapeake. Her fascinating story is one
defined by gender, class, technology, and changing patterns of production.

Alcohol was essential to colonial life; the region’s water was foul, milk was generally unavailable, and tea
and coffee were far too expensive for all but the very wealthy. Colonists used alcohol to drink, in cooking, as
acleaning agent, in beauty products, and as medicine. Meacham finds that the distillation and brewing of
alcohol for these purposes traditionally fell to women. Advice and recipes in such guidebooks as The
Accomplisht Ladys Delight demonstrate that women were the main producers of acohol until the middle of
the 18th century. Men, mostly small planters, then supplanted women, using new and cheaper technologies
to make the region’s cider, ale, and whiskey.

Meacham compares alcohol production in the Chesapeake with that in New England, the middle colonies,
and Europe, finding the Chesapeake to be far more isolated than even the other American colonies. She
explains how home brewers used new technologies, such as small alembic stills and inexpensive cider
pressing machines, in their acoholic enterprises. She links the importation of coffee and teain Americato
the temperance movement, showing how the wealthy became concerned with alcohol consumption only after
they found something less inebriating to drink.

Taking afew pages from contemporary guidebooks, Every Home a Distillery includes samples of historic
recipes and instructions on how to make alcoholic beverages. American historians will find this study both
enlightening and surprising.
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From reader reviews:
Henry Jensen:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you that Every Home a Digtillery: Alcohol, Gender, and
Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Terri Root:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can betrue or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Every Home a Digtillery: Alcohal,
Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America: History, Context, Culture) book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

AnaVda:

The guide untitled Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) is the book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, and
so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book
of Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake (Early America:
History, Context, Culture) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

George Williams:

You will get this Every Home a Distillery: Alcohol, Gender, and Technology in the Colonial Chesapeake
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve issueif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erasimilar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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