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Neil Lanctot’s biography of Hall of Fame catcher Roy Campanella—filled with surprises—is the first life of
the Dodger great in decades and the most authoritative ever published.

Born to a father of Italian descent and an African- American mother, Campanella wanted to be a ballplayer
from childhood but was barred by color from the major leagues. He dropped out of school to play
professional ball with the Negro Leagues’ Washington (later Baltimore) Elite Giants, where he honed his
skills under Hall of Fame catcher Biz Mackey. Campy played eight years in the Negro Leagues until the
major leagues integrated. Ironically, he and not Jackie Robinson might have been the player to integrate
baseball, as Lanctot reveals. An early recruit to Branch Rickey’s “Great Experiment” with the Brooklyn
Dodgers, Campy became the first African-American catcher in the twentieth century in the major leagues. As
Lanctot discloses, Campanella and Robinson, pioneers of integration, had a contentious relationship, largely
as a result of a dispute over postseason barnstorming.

Campanella was a mainstay of the great Dodger teams that consistently contended for pennants in the late
1940s and 1950s. He was a three-time MVP, an outstanding defensive catcher, and a powerful offensive
threat. But on a rainy January night in 1958, all that changed. On his way home from his liquor store in
Harlem, Campy lost control of his car, hit a utility pole, and was paralyzed below the neck. Lanctot reveals
how Campanella’s complicated personal life (he would marry three times) played a role in the accident.
Campanella would now become another sort of pioneer, learning new techniques of physical therapy under
the celebrated Dr. Howard Rusk at his Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation. As he gradually
recovered some limited motion, Campanella inspired other athletes and physically handicapped people
everywhere.

Based on interviews with dozens of people who knew Roy Campanella and diligent research into
contemporary sources, Campy offers a three-dimensional portrait of this gifted athlete and remarkable man
whose second life after baseball would prove as illustrious and courageous as his first.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Campy:
The Two Lives of Roy Campanella? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Kori Pierson:

The guide untitled Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella is the e-book that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Russell Hardison:

Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Shantel McCary:

The book untitled Campy: The Two Lives of Roy Campanella contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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