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The untold history of lesbian life from those who have lived it!

Lives of Leshian Elders: Looking Back, Looking Forward illuminates the hopes, fears, issues, and concerns
of gay women as they grow older. Based on interviews with 62 lesbians ranging in age from 55 to 95, this
very special book provides a historical account of the shared experiences of the leshian community that is so
often invisible or ignored in contemporary society. The book gives voice to their thoughts and feelings on a
wide range of issues, including coming out, identity and the meaning of life, the role of family and personal
relationships, work and retirement, adversity, and individual sources of strength and resilience.

Cast off and overlooked at best or victims of scorn and prejudice at worst, lesbians in the twentieth century
lived dual lives, their full voices unheard—until now. Lives of Lesbian Elders chronicles the life choices
they made and their reasons for making them, set against the contexts of culture, politics, and the social
mores of the erasin which they lived. Their stories of courage, resilience, resourcefulness, pride, and
independence help restore leshian history that has been forgotten, distorted, or disregarded and provide the
information necessary to meet the future needs of aging lesbians.

Lives of Leshian Elders gives aging leshians a chance to discuss their thoughts on a variety of topics,
including:

- Coming out
s “Youdidn't talk about it . . . Until two years ago, | never even referred to alesbian or would | allow the
word to pass my lips’
o | used to sneak into libraries and read about homosexuality and back in that era, it was not classy . . . it
was classified as a disorder of sometype’

| dentity

“The only difference between me and anybody elseisthat | just happen to be sleeping with a woman”
“1 think I grew up not really knowing who | was and, | think, probably fighting all my life trying to find
out who | was’

o

m]

Family
“1 feel very connected with the leshian community here. . . | guess| would call that family”

o “Many years ago, my sister said: ' | think when they’re ready, you need to explain to (the nieces) what a
leshian is, because | want them to hear the correct story . . . | want them to hear what it really is and not

all these stupid rumors that go around’”

Work
o | was going to become a youth minister at one point and it dawned on me in high school that there was
no way the church was going to let me work with kids”



“1 didn’'t really finish my career . . . | still have dreams about the military and about not finishing . . . It
was my choice, but it wasn't really my choice’

Aging and the Future

o “| think financing, of course, isareal big problem for lesbian women”

= “| have a concern that if anything should happen to my partner—in growing older—of being isolated
from the gay community”

o ... and much more!

- Livesof Leshian Elders: Looking Back, Looking Forward also includes appendices that present
demographic data on the women who were interviewed for the book, information on historical timelines,
and suggested readings on lesbian history. The book is an invaluable addition to the growing collective

history of lesbiansin the United States.
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From reader reviews:
Helen McCormick:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Lives of Lesbian Elders: Looking
Back, Looking Forward (Hayworth Innovations in FeminisO3studies) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Patsy Hall:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle aways try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
isLives of Leshian Elders: Looking Back, Looking Forward (Hayworth Innovations in FeminisO3studies).

Aaron Tolleson:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will observe that
now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is Lives
of Lesbian Elders: Looking Back, Looking Forward (Hayworth Innovations in Feminis03studies) this book
consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.

Neil Espinoza:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Lives of Lesbian Elders: Looking Back, Looking Forward (Hayworth Innovationsin
FeminisO3studies) when you required it?
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