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The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is a book about possibilities, about teaching and learning to write in ways
that can transform both teachers and students.

            Author Neal Lerner explores higher education’s rich history of writing instruction in classrooms,
writing centers and science laboratories. By tracing the roots of writing and science educators’ recognition
that the method of the lab––hands-on student activity—is essential to learning, Lerner offers the hope that
the idea of a writing laboratory will be fully realized more than a century after both fields began the
experiment.    

            Beginning in the late nineteenth century, writing instructors and science teachers recognized that
mass instruction was inadequate for a burgeoning, “non-traditional” student population, and that
experimental or laboratory methods could prove to be more effective. Lerner traces the history of writing
instruction via laboratory methods and examines its successes and failures through case studies of individual
programs and larger reform initatives. Contrasting the University of Minnesota General College Writing
Laboratory with the Dartmouth College Writing Clinic, for example, Lerner offers a cautionary tale of the
fine line between experimenting with teaching students to write and “curing” the students of the disease of
bad writing. 

            The history of writing within science education also wends its way through Lerner’s engaging work,
presenting the pedagogical origins of laboratory methods to offer educators in science in addition to those in
writing studies possibilities for long-sought after reform. The Idea of a Writing Laboratory compels readers
and writers to “don those white coats and safety glasses and discover what works” and asserts that “teaching
writing as an experiment in what is possible, as a way of offering meaning-making opportunities for students
no matter the subject matter, is an endeavor worth the struggle.”
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

The book The Idea of a Writing Laboratory can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Idea of a Writing
Laboratory? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Idea
of a Writing Laboratory has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Carol McElroy:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Idea of a Writing
Laboratory book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Jill Goulet:

This The Idea of a Writing Laboratory is great guide for you because the content which is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Idea of a
Writing Laboratory in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Everett Barton:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The Idea of
a Writing Laboratory. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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