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The Japanese term for mobile phone, keitai (roughly translated as "something you carry with you"), evokes
not technical capability or freedom of movement but intimacy and portability, defining a personal accessory
that allows constant social connection. Japan's enthusiastic engagement with mobile technology has become
-- along with anime, manga, and sushi -- part of its trendsetting popular culture. Personal, Portable,
Pedestrian, the first book-length English-language treatment of mobile communication use in Japan, covers
the transformation of keitai from business tool to personal device for communication and play.The essays in
this groundbreaking collection document the emergence, incorporation, and domestication of mobile
communications in a wide range of social practices and institutions. The book first considers the social,
cultural, and historical context of keitai development, including its beginnings in youth pager use in the early
1990s. It then discusses the virtually seamless integration of keitai use into everyday life, contrasting it to the
more escapist character of Internet use on the PC. Other essays suggest that the use of mobile
communication reinforces ties between close friends and family, producing "tele-cocooning" by tight-knit
social groups. The book also discusses mobile phone manners and examines keitai use by copier technicians,
multitasking housewives, and school children. Personal, Portable, Pedestrian describes a mobile universe in
which networked relations are a pervasive and persistent fixture of everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Abramowitz:

This Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones
in Japanese Life can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kimberly Foley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile
Phones in Japanese Life guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life as good book but not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donald Lee:

Beside that Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese Life because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what
it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from today!

Haley Thacker:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Personal, Portable, Pedestrian: Mobile Phones in Japanese
Life can make you really feel more interested to read.
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