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How did a thirteenth-century Italian friar become one of the best-loved saints in America? Around the nation
today, St. Francis of Assisi is embraced as the patron saint of animals, beneficently presiding over hundreds
of Blessing of the Animals services on October 4, St. Francis's Catholic feast day. Not only Catholics,
however, but Protestants and other Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and nonreligious Americans
commonly name him as one of their favorite spiritual figures. Drawing on a dazzling array of art, music,
drama, film, hymns, and prayers, Patricia Appelbaum explains what happened to make St. Francis so
familiar and meaningful to so many Americans.

Appelbaum traces popular depictions and interpretations of St. Francis from the time when non-Catholic
Americans "discovered" him in the nineteenth century to the present. From poet to activist, 1960s hippie to
twenty-first-century messenger to Islam, St. Francis has been envisioned in ways that might have surprised
the saint himself. Exploring how each vision of St. Francis has been shaped by its own era, Appelbaum
reveals how St. Francis has played a sometimes countercultural but always aspirational role in American
culture. St. Francis's American story also displays the zest with which Americans borrow, lend, and share
elements of their religious lives in everyday practice.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

This St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar
Became America's Most Popular Saint without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century
Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This St.
Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Margaret Morales:

The ability that you get from St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's
Most Popular Saint is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but St. Francis of America:
How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular St. Francis of America: How a
Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint instantly.

Frances Coffey:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a reserve.

Debra Shortt:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the



idea when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book St. Francis of America: How a
Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication St. Francis of
America: How a Thirteenth-Century Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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