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Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Brethren of Purity) were the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity of
lettered urbanites that was principally based in Basra and Baghdad. This brotherhood occupied a prominent
station in the history of science and philosophy in Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of their
monumental encyclopedia: Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity). This
compendium contained fifty-two epistles that offered synoptic explications of the classical sciences and
philosophies of the age. Divided into four classificatory parts, it treated themes in mathematics, logic, natural
philosophy, psychology, metaphysics and theology, in addition to moral and didactic fables. The Ikhwan
were learned compilers of scientific and philosophical knowledge, and their Rasa'il constituted a
paradigmatic legacy in the canonization of philosophy and the sciences in mediaeval Islamic civilization.

This present volume gathers studies by leading philosophers, historians and scholars of Islamic Studies, who
are also the editors and translators of the first Arabic critical editions and first complete annotated English
translations of the Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa', which will be published in the OUP Series that this present
volume initiates, as well as being members of the Editorial Board.

The chapters of this present volume explore the conceptual and historical aspects of the philosophical and
scientific contents of the Rasa'il and their classification, as well as investigating the authorship and dating of
this corpus and the impact that the Ikhwan's intellectual tradition exercised in the unfolding of the history of
ideas in Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Oneal:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Ikhwan al-Safa and
their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sally Norman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren
of Purity) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer connected with The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of
the Brethren of Purity) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Linda Gordon:

This book untitled The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Shelley Gavin:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. Through the book The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life at this time book The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the



Brethren of Purity). You can more inviting than now.
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