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‘No matter how long I may look at an image, I shall never find anything in it but what I put there. It is
in this fact that we find the distinction between an image and a perception.' - Jean-Paul Sartre

L’Imagination was published in 1936 when Jean-Paul Sartre was thirty years old. Long out of print, this is
the first English translation in many years. The Imagination is Sartre’s first full philosophical work,
presenting some of the basic arguments concerning phenomenology, consciousness and intentionality that
were to later appear in his master works and be so influential in the course of twentieth-century philosophy.

Sartre begins by criticising philosophical theories of the imagination, particularly those of Descartes, Leibniz
and Hume, before establishing his central thesis. Imagination does not involve the perception of ‘mental
images’ in any literal sense, Sartre argues, yet reveals some of the fundamental capacities of consciousness.
He then reviews psychological theories of the imagination, including a fascinating discussion of the work of
Henri Bergson. Sartre argues that the ‘classical conception’ is fundamentally flawed because it begins by
conceiving of the imagination as being like perception and then seeks, in vain, to re-establish the difference
between the two. Sartre concludes with an important chapter on Husserl’s theory of the imagination which,
despite sharing the flaws of earlier approaches, signals a new phenomenological way forward in
understanding the imagination.

The Imagination is essential reading for anyone interested in the philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre,
phenomenology, and the history of twentieth-century philosophy.

This new translation includes a helpful historical and philosophical introduction by Kenneth Williford and
David Rudrauf. Also included is Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s important review of L’Imagination upon its
publication in French in 1936.

Translated by Kenneth Williford and David Rudrauf.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

The book The Imagination give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Imagination to get your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Imagination. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Debra Lovern:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Imagination the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then
become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The Imagination
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for
your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Patricia Coburn:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Imagination that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may
pick The Imagination become your current starter.

Robert Barker:

This The Imagination is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Imagination in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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