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Theatrical anecdotes are almost as old as the theatre itself. For much of its 2,500-year history, the stage has
teemed with real characters and real stories as fascinating as any created by a dramatist. Ranging from the
age of Aristophanes to the time of Tennessee Williams, this book is a motherlode of tales about backstage
rivalries, thespian eccentricity, the parsimony of producers, and indignities suffered on tour.
Here we encounter Judith Anderson's unique method of working herself into a frenzy for her first entrance in
Medea: deliberately provoking her co-star and arch-enemy Florence Reed. We get Oscar Wilde's own
assessment of the first performance of Lady Windermere's Fan ("The play was a great success, but the
audience was a total failure"). And we learn of Shakespeare's wild oats and why Moliere's grave had to be
dug an extra four feet deep. David Garrick, Sarah Bernhardt, Noel Coward, Donald Wolfit, Laurence Olivier,
John Gielgud, Helen Hays, and a cast of hundreds are present in these pages--along with directors,
producers, critics, prompters, prop men, designers, and ghosts. Although the book brims with the glittering
and the glamourous, Peter Hay does not neglect those legions of near-anonymous players and professionals
without whom the stars would not be stars and the theatre could not exist.
The ideal gift book for anyone who has ever been stage-struck, Theatrical Anecdotes is both richly
entertaining and wonderfully edifying. Organized by topic, it contains hundreds of tips for all theatrical
professionals, directs scholars and students to a wealth of historical sources, and treats lovers of theatre to a
feast of backstage secrets that will permanently enrich their appreciation of the art.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Koenig:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Theatrical Anecdotes book as this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Deborah Lake:

The book Theatrical Anecdotes will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
suitable to you. The book Theatrical Anecdotes is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kathryn Hebert:

This Theatrical Anecdotes is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Theatrical Anecdotes in
your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Phillip Vargas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Theatrical Anecdotes will give you new experience in examining a book.
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