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The further evolution of the European Union is mainly dependent on how its citizens relate to their fellow
Europeans speaking a score of languages and belonging to a variety of cultures. This book addresses the
question of whether a new sense of collective self-identification, labeled “European identity,” a special form
of socio-territorial identities, is emerging.

Collective identities are works in progress, they entail a salient strategic—activist and future-
oriented—dimension. Divergent strategic goals of the constituent groups induce a perpetual contestation and
negotiation of the group identity, a process that in the case of the EU is intensified by the continuously
changing boundaries and institutional structure of the super-polity. To confront these challenges, this book
has a double focus. The first part weighs in on the feasibility of a European identity in light of what the two
main paradigms in the field, primordialism and constructivism, can predict. The second part maps the social
forces that are either favorable or inimical to the creation of a common social identity on the continent. Both
parts develop hypotheses about the processes we witness, and test them with the available empirical data.
Part II distinguishes between passive and active supporters of the integration project, besides the Euroskeptic
segment of the public. Provision of public goods by regional integration is believed to explain passive
permissiveness, while the main impetus for integration comes from those who may reap above-average
benefits from it.

This book contends that the groups of active supporters have historically been changing within the Union;
namely, the political Left and Right are changing their roles in negotiating future developments. Yet the
evolution of the EU is also shaped by the solutions adopted to accommodate ethnic and cultural diversity.
The empirical tests involve opinion survey data taken from the Eurobarometer series, World Value and
European Social Surveys, and the International Social Survey Programme, expert ratings, as well as party
elite documents from the Manifesto Project Database.
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From reader reviews:

Floretta Simmons:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the European Identity: Its Feasibility and
Desirability is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gloria Wells:

This book untitled European Identity: Its Feasibility and Desirability to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Daniel Starnes:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love European Identity: Its Feasibility and
Desirability, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Morgan Johnson:

This European Identity: Its Feasibility and Desirability is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having European Identity:
Its Feasibility and Desirability in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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