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Among the Maya of Xculoc, an isolated farming village in the lowland forests of the Yucatán peninsula,
children contribute to household production in considerable ways. Thus this village, the subject of
anthropologist Karen Kramer's study, affords a remarkable opportunity for understanding the economics of
childhood in a pre-modern agricultural setting.

Drawing on a range of theoretical perspectives and extensive data gathered over many years, Kramer
interprets the form, value, and consequences of children's labor in this maize-based culture. She looks
directly at family size and birth spacing as they figure in the economics of families; and she considers the
timing of children's economic contributions and their role in underwriting the cost of large families. Kramer's
findings--in particular, that the children of Xculoc begin to produce more than they consume long before
they marry and leave home--have a number of interesting implications for the study of family reproductive
decisions and parent-offspring conflict, and for debates within anthropology over children's contributions in
hunter/gatherer versus agricultural societies.

With its theoretical breadth, and its detail on crop yields, reproductive histories, diet, work scheduling, and
agricultural production, this book sets a new standard for measuring and interpreting child productivity in a
subsistence farming community.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm.

Helen Green:

This Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm can bring
when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even phone. This Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Wilma Bates:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Maya Children:
Helpers at the Farm suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled Maya Children: Helpers at the Farmis the one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Karen Strange:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To be creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm. You can more
attractive than now.
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