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Never in its long history has the South provided an entirely comfortable home for the intellectual. In this
thought-provoking contribution to the field of southern studies, Tara Powell considers the evolving ways that
major post--World War II southern writers have portrayed intellectuals -- from Flannery O'Connor's ironic
view of "interleckchuls" to Gail Godwin's southerners striving to feel at home in the academic world.

Although Walker Percy, like his fellow Catholic writer O'Connor, explicitly rejected the intellectual label for
himself, he nonetheless introduced the modern novel of ideas to southern letters, Powell shows, by placing
sympathetic, non-caricatured intellectuals at the center of his influential works.

North Carolinians Doris Betts and her student Tim McLaurin made their living teaching literature and
creative writing in academia, and Betts's fiction often includes dislocated academics while McLaurin's
superb memoirs, often funny, frequently point up the limitations of the mind as opposed to the heart and the
spirit.

Examining works by Ernest Gaines, Alice Walker, and Randall Kenan, Powell traces the evolution of the
black American literacy narrative from a stress on the post-Emancipation conviction, which saw formal
education as an essential means of resisting oppression, to the growing suspicion in the post--civil rights era
of literacy acts that may estrange educated blacks from the larger black community.

Powell concludes with Godwin, who embraces university life in her fiction as she explores what it means to
be a southern female intellectual in the modern world -- a world in which all those markers inscribe isolation.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Intellectual in Twentieth-
Century Southern Literature (Southern Literary Studies) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Alejandro Colon:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Intellectual in Twentieth-Century Southern
Literature (Southern Literary Studies) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Intellectual
in Twentieth-Century Southern Literature (Southern Literary Studies) as good book not simply by the cover
but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Roberta Haile:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book The Intellectual in Twentieth-Century Southern Literature (Southern Literary
Studies). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one location to other place.

Anthony Malloy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Intellectual in Twentieth-
Century Southern Literature (Southern Literary Studies).
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