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Letterati spans the history of competitive Scrabble in North America from the colourful hustlers of the 1960s
New York game rooms, to the hard driving quantitative tile pushers who dominate the game today with
strategic skills and memorized vocabularies. Yet, there is more to the history of Scrabble than just playing
the game. There is a parallel plot line that revolves around many of the top players, who over the years have
wanted to see the game develop through the outside sponsorship of tournaments, the unfettered publication
of strategy books and the encouragement of a professional class of players. Along the way the reader will
learn about how and why the Official Scrabble Dictionary was compiled, then expurgated in 1993, and now
is sold to the public without such words as "jew" as a verb, blowjob, or fatso, while club and tournament
players have their own word list, where some 200 such words are legal. The book also covers the obsession
that Scrabble becomes for those who play seriously, traits that make a top player successful, how gender
affects game play, and how teen players are able to rise above their limited educations and life experience to
best their elders. There's also a look at the Scrabble trademark and how its so-called required protection by
its owners has been used as a justification for prohibiting outside sponsorship of tournaments, the publication
of strategy books and the growth of a professional class of players. At the same time, the book provides a
glimpse of how the players' enthusiasm for the game has been harnessed so that they have de facto ended up
working for free on the owner's PR plantation, publicizing tournaments, putting on promotional events,
talking up the game, and sporting Scrabble geegaws, all unwittingly helping to sell ever more Scrabble sets.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Letterati: An Unauthorized Look at Scrabble and the People Who Play It.
Try to face the book Letterati: An Unauthorized Look at Scrabble and the People Who Play It as your friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Herb Baker:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Letterati: An Unauthorized Look at
Scrabble and the People Who Play It is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Valerie Orbison:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Letterati: An Unauthorized Look at
Scrabble and the People Who Play It, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lila Costillo:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will
filled update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for an individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time
to spread out your book? Or just looking for the Letterati: An Unauthorized Look at Scrabble and the People
Who Play It when you desired it?
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