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“In Autoepitaph, Reinaldo Arenas soars above death, conquers terror, and sees himself reflected in the face
of his lover, the Cuban sea.”—Flora González Mandri, coeditor and cotranslator of In the Vortex of the
Cyclone: Selected Poems by Excilia Saldaña

 

“A powerful tribute to Arenas, a poet who explores the meaning of our ethical standing in the world as well
as the transient nature of our souls. In this collection, we journey with Arenas into his struggles and victories,
accompanied by his voice, filled with fortitude and hope. The English translation pays tribute to the original
Spanish text.”—Marjorie Agosín, author of Of Earth and Sea: A Chilean Memoir

 

Reinaldo Arenas (1943–1990) remains one of the most famous Cuban writers in exile. His work constitutes a
monument of resistance literature, but much of the focus has been on his novels and his autobiography,
Before Night Falls, chosen as one of the ten best books of 1993 by the New York Times. Because his poetic
output has not been widely translated, Autoepitaph is the first and only career-spanning volume of Arenas’s
poetry in translation in any language.

This bilingual volume includes narrative poems, sonnets, excerpts from Arenas’s prose poems, and
previously unpublished works from his papers at Princeton University. Both the Spanish originals as well as
English translations seamlessly capture the poet’s sarcasm, humor, and powerful rhythms. Camelly Cruz-
Martes provides an outline for Arenas’s major poetic strategies, as well as context for the themes that unite
his poems: resistance against colonialism, political and personal repression, existential alienation, and the
desire for transcendence through art. 
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From reader reviews:

Jon Cerrone:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Eric Alaniz:

The reason why? Because this Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Juan Dishon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition) giving you
one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Donna Robinson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and



Spanish Edition) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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