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Poetry makes nothing happen," wrote W. H. Auden in 1939, expressing a belief that came to dominate
American literary institutions in the late 1940s--the idea that good poetry cannot, and should not, be
politically engaged. By contrast, Michael Thurston here looks back to the 1920s and 1930s to a generation of
poets who wrote with the precise hope and the deep conviction that they would move their audiences to
action. He offers an engaging new look at the political poetry of Edwin Rolfe, Langston Hughes, Ezra
Pound, and Muriel Rukeyser.

Thurston combines close textual reading of the poems with research into their historical context to reveal
how these four poets deployed the resources of tradition and experimentation to contest and redefine political
common sense. |n the process, he demonstrates that the aesthetic censure under which much partisan writing
has |abored needs dramatic revision. Although each of these poets worked with different forms and toward
different ends, Thurston shows that their strategies succeed as poetry. He argues that partisan poetry
demands reflection not only on how we evaluate poems but also on what we value in poems and, therefore,
which poems we elevate.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Freed:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the
World Wars. Try to make the book Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the
World Wars as your close friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Patricia Northcutt:

The publication untitled Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Warsis
the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Making Something
Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars from the publisher to make you alot more
enjoy freetime.

Médissa Kim:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Making Something Happen:
American Political Poetry between the World Wars reserve written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism
Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars as good book not merely by
the cover but also by the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense aready
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

L ouise Denison:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Making Something Happen: American Political
Poetry between the World Wars can give you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We



should have Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars.
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