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Drawing on twenty-four years of experience in government, Michael H. Armacost explores how the contours
of the U.S. presidential election system influence the content and conduct of American foreign policy. He
examines how the nomination battle impels candidates to express deference to the foreign policy DNA of
their party and may force an incumbent to make wholesale policy adjustments to fend off an intra-party
challenge for the nomination. He describes the way reelection campaigns can prod a chief executive to fix
long-neglected problems, kick intractable policy dilemmas down the road, settle for modest course
corrections, or scapegoat others for policies gone awry.

Armacost begins his book with the quest for the presidential nomination and then moves through the general
election campaign, the ten-week transition period between Election Day and Inauguration Day, and the early
months of a new administration. He notes that campaigns rarely illuminate the tough foreign policy choices
that the leader of the nation must make, and he offers rare insight into the challenge of aligning the roles of
an outgoing incumbent (who performs official duties despite ebbing power) and the incoming successor
(who has no official role but possesses a fresh political mandate). He pays particular attention to the pressure
for new presidents to act boldly abroad in the early months of his tenure, even before a national security team
is in place, decision-making procedures are set, or policy priorities are firmly established. He concludes with
an appraisal of the virtues and liabilities of the system, including suggestions for modestly adjusting some of
its features while preserving its distinct character.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Ballots, Bullets, and
Bargains: American Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Eleanor Williams:

This Ballots, Bullets, and Bargains: American Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Ballots, Bullets, and Bargains:
American Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Ballots, Bullets, and Bargains: American
Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

George Bolin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Ballots, Bullets, and Bargains: American Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections, you
are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a e-book.

Paul Day:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Ballots,
Bullets, and Bargains: American Foreign Policy and Presidential Elections which is obtaining the e-book



version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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