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The first volume in Roy Foster's magisterial biography of W.B. Yeats was hailed as "a work of huge
significance" (The Atlantic Monthly) and "a stupendous historiographical feat" (Irish Sunday Independent).
Now, the eagerly awaited second volume explores the complex poetic, political, and personal intricacies of
Yeats's dramatic final decades, a period that saw the Easter Rebellion, the founding of the Irish state in 1922,
and the production of Yeats's greatest masterpieces.
In the conclusion of this first fully authorized biography, Foster brilliantly illuminates the circumstances--the
rich internal and external experiences--that shaped the great poetry of Yeats's later years: "The Wild Swans
at Coole," "Sailing to Byzantium," "The Tower," "The Circus Animals Desertion," "Under Ben Bulben," and
many others. Yeats's pursuit of Irish nationalism and an independent Irish culture, his continued search for
supernatural truths through occult experimentation, his extraordinary marriage, a series of tempestuous love
affairs, and his lingering obsession with Maud Gonne are all explored here with a nuance and awareness rare
in literary biography. Foster gives us the very texture of Yeats's life and thought, revealing the many ways he
made poetry out of the "quarrel" with himself and the upheaval around him. But this consummate biography
also shows that Yeats was much more than simply a lyric poet and examines in great detail Yeats's non-
poetic work--his essays, plays, polemics, and memoirs. The enormous and varied circle of Yeats's friends,
lovers, family, collaborators and antagonists inhabit and enrich a personal world of astounding energy,
artistic commitment and verve; while the poet himself is shown returning again and again to his governing
preoccupations, sex and death.
Based on complete and unprecedented access to Yeats's papers and written with extraordinary grace and
insight, W.B. Yeats, A Life offers the fullest portrait yet of the private and public life of one of the twentieth
century's greatest poets.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Kelly:

Typically the book W. B. Yeats: A Life, Volume II: The Arch-Poet 1915-1939 will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book W. B. Yeats: A Life, Volume II: The Arch-
Poet 1915-1939 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Samuel Hamby:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled W. B. Yeats: A Life, Volume II: The
Arch-Poet 1915-1939 can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sarah Farmer:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This W. B. Yeats: A Life, Volume II: The
Arch-Poet 1915-1939 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Delaney:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book W. B. Yeats: A Life, Volume II: The Arch-Poet 1915-1939 was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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