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For a generation, scholarship on the Reconstruction era has rightly focused on the struggles of the recently
emancipated for a meaningful freedom and defined its success or failure largely in those terms. In The
Ordeal of the Reunion, Mark Wahlgren Summers goes beyond this vitally important question, focusing on
Reconstruction's need to form an enduring Union without sacrificing the framework of federalism and
republican democracy. Assessing the era nationally, Summers emphasizes the variety of conservative strains
that confined the scope of change, highlights the war's impact and its aftermath, and brings the West and
foreign policy into an integrated narrative. In sum, this book offers a fresh explanation for Reconstruction's
demise and a case for its essential successes as well as its great failures. Indeed, this book demonstrates the
extent to which the victors' aims in 1865 were met--and at what cost.

Summers depicts not just a heroic, tragic moment with equal rights advanced and then betrayed but a time of
achievement and consolidation, in which nationhood and emancipation were placed beyond repeal and the
groundwork was laid for a stronger, if not better, America to come.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

The book The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History of the Civil War
Era) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the best thing like a book The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction
(Littlefield History of the Civil War Era)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History of the Civil
War Era) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

John McGinnis:

The ability that you get from The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield
History of the Civil War Era) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Ordeal of
the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History of the Civil War Era) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Ordeal of the
Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History of the Civil War Era) instantly.

Louis Cline:

The publication with title The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History
of the Civil War Era) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Heather Bly:

You can obtain this The Ordeal of the Reunion: A New History of Reconstruction (Littlefield History of the
Civil War Era) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get



more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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