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With a single shot from a pistol small enough to conceal in his hand, John Wilkes Booth catapulted into
history on the night of April 14, 1865. The assassination of President Abraham Lincoln stunned a nation that
was just emerging from the chaos and calamity of the Civil War, and the president's untimely death altered
the trajectory of postwar history. But to those who knew Booth, the event was even more shocking-for no
one could have imagined that this fantastically gifted actor and well-liked man could commit such an
atrocity.

In Fortune's Fool, Terry Alford provides the first comprehensive look at the life of an enigmatic figure
whose life has been overshadowed by his final, infamous act. Tracing Booth's story from his uncertain
childhood in Maryland, characterized by a difficult relationship with his famous actor father, to his
successful acting career on stages across the country, Alford offers a nuanced picture of Booth as a public
figure, performer, and deeply troubled man. Despite the fame and success that attended Booth's career--he
was billed at one point as "the youngest star in the world"--he found himself consumed by the Confederate
cause and the desire to help the South win its independence. Alford reveals the tormented path that led Booth
to conclude, as the Confederacy collapsed in April 1865, that the only way to revive the South and punish the
North for the war would be to murder Lincoln--whatever the cost to himself or others. The textured and
compelling narrative gives new depth to the familiar events at Ford's Theatre and the aftermath that
followed, culminating in Booth's capture and death at the hands of Union soldiers 150 years ago.

Based on original research into government archives, historical libraries, and family records, Fortune's Fool
offers the definitive portrait of John Wilkes Booth.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Fortune's Fool: The Life of John Wilkes Booth to
read.

Jesus Novak:

Often the book Fortune's Fool: The Life of John Wilkes Booth has a lot details on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
perusing this book.

Lena Garcia:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Fortune's Fool: The Life of John Wilkes Booth offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Audra Yoder:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Fortune's Fool: The Life of John
Wilkes Booth is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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