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As a presidential candidate, John F. Kennedy established a reputation across Africa as a sympathetic
supporter of African nationalism, who if elected would realign Washington's priorities toward the continent.
Once in office, Kennedy indeed made changing the image of America in Africa a top priority of his
administration, believing that the Cold War could be won or lost depending upon whether Washington or
Moscow won the hearts and minds of the Third World.

Africa was particularly important because a wave of independence saw nineteen newly independent African
states admitted into the United Nations during 1960-61. By 1962, 31 of the UN's 110 member states were
from the African continent, and both Washington and Moscow sought to add these countries to their
respective voting bloc. Kennedy feared that neglect of the newly decolonized countries of the world would
result in the rise of anti-Americanism and needed to be addressed irrespective of the Cold War. Philip
Muehlenbeck demonstrates how Kennedy used all means at his disposal-economic, cultural, personal-to
appeal to the leaders of the developing world, including Nkrumah, Senghor, Touré, Nyerere, and Ben Bella.

Drawing on archival sources from Africa, the United States, and the United Kingdom, Muehlenbeck closely
examines Kennedy's policies towards Guinea, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Egypt, Algeria, Tanganyika, and
South Africa, which were to a large extent successful in winning the sympathies of its peoples, while at the
same time alienating more traditional American allies. Betting on the Africans adds an important chapter to
the historiography of John F. Kennedy's Cold War strategy as well as the history of decolonization.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morgan:

The book Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders for
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a publication Betting on
the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Whitney Mallard:

The experience that you get from Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist
Leaders is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Betting on the Africans: John F.
Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African
Nationalist Leaders instantly.

Henry Rodriguez:

The book Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders has a lot info
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Kent Moore:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's Courting of African Nationalist Leaders your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Betting on the Africans: John F. Kennedy's
Courting of African Nationalist Leaders giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do



you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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