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Conscience and Convenience was quickly recognized for its masterly depiction and interpretation of a major
period of reform history. This history begins in a social context in which treatment and rehabilitation were
emerging as predominant after America's prisons and asylums had been broadly acknowledged to be little
more than embarrassing failures. The resulting progressive agenda was evident: to develop new, more
humane and effective strategies for the criminal, delinquent, and mentally ill. The results, as Rothman
documents, did not turn out as reformers had planned.

For adult criminal offenders, such individual treatment could be accomplished only through the provision of
broad discretionary authority, whereby choices could be made between probation, parole, indeterminate
sentencing, and, as a measure of last resort, incarceration in totally redesigned prisons. For delinquents, the
juvenile court served as a surrogate parent and accelerated and intensified individual treatment by providing
for a series of community-based individual and family services, with the newly designed, school-like
reformatories being used for only the most intractable cases. For the mentally ill, psychiatrists chose between
outpatient treatments, short-term intensive care, or as last resort, long-term care in mental hospitals with new
cottage and family-like arrangements. Rothman shows the consequences of these reforms as unmitigated
disasters. Despite benevolent intentions, the actual outcome of reform efforts was to take the earlier failures
of prisons and asylums to new, more ominous heights.

In this updated edition, Rothman chronicles and examines incarceration of the criminal, the deviant, and the
dependent in U.S. society, with a focus on how and why these methods have persisted and expanded for over
a century and a half despite longstanding evidence of their failures and abuses.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in
Progressive America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with
Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised Edition)
(New Lines in Criminology) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Conscience and
Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in
Criminology) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jeremy Turner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Conscience and Convenience:
The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you may pick Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive
America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) become your own personal starter.

Lori Suda:

Beside this kind of Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America
(Revised Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Conscience and
Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in
Criminology) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Cynthia Haynes:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when



they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum
and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Conscience and Convenience: The Asylum and Its Alternatives in Progressive America (Revised
Edition) (New Lines in Criminology) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of the time.
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