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Crystals have fascinated us for centuries with their beauty and symmetry, and have often been invested with
magical powers. The use of X-ray diffraction, first pioneered in 1912 by father and son William and
Lawrence Bragg, enabled us to probe the structure of molecules, and heralded the scientific study of crystals,
leading to an understanding of their atomic arrangements at a fundamental level. The new discipline, called
X-ray crystallography, has subsequently
evolved into a formidable science that underpins many other scientific areas. Starting from the determination
of the structures of very simple crystals, such as that of common salt, today it has become almost routine to
determine the positions of tens of thousands of atoms in a crystal.

In this Very Short Introduction Mike Glazer shows how the discoveries in crystallography have been applied
to the creation of new and important materials, to drugs and pharmaceuticals and to our understanding of
genetics, cell biology, proteins, and viruses. Tracing the history of crystallography, he analyses astonishing
developments in new sources of X-rays, as well as of neutrons, and in electron microscopy, and considers the
impact they have on the study of crystals today.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Try to the actual book Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Sophia Hardee:

Here thing why this Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your alternate.

Alicia Romero:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

William Luke:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then



do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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