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For two centuries (1670-1870), English, Scottish, and Canadian fur traders voyaged the myriad waterways of
Rupert's Land, the vast territory charted to the Hudson's Bay Company and later splintered among five
Canadian provinces and four American states. The knowledge and support of northern Native peoples were
critical to the newcomer's survival and success. With acquaintance and alliance came intermarriage, and the
unions of European traders and Native women generated thousands of descendants.

Jennifer Brown's Strangers in Blood is the first work to look systematically at these parents and their
children. Brown focuses on Hudson's Bay Company officers and North West Company wintering partners
and clerks-those whose relationships are best known from post journals, correspondence, accounts, and wills.
The durability of such families varied greatly. Settlers, missionaries, European women, and sometimes the
courts challenged fur trade marriages. Some officers' Scottish and Canadian relatives dismissed Native wives
and "Indian" progeny as illegitimate. Traders who took these ties seriously were obliged to defend them, to
leave wills recognizing their wives and children, and to secure their legal and social status-to prove that they
were kin, not "strangers in blood."

Brown illustrates that the lives and identities of these children were shaped by factors far more complex than
"blood." Sons and daughters diverged along paths affected by gender. Some descendants became Métis and
espoused Métis nationhood under Louis Riel. Others rejected or were never offered that course-they passed
into white or Indian communities or, in some instances, identified themselves (without prejudice) as "half
breeds." The fur trade did not coalesce into a single society. Rather, like Rupert's Land, it splintered, and the
historical consequences have been with us ever since.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company
Families in Indian Country book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jose Bell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Strangers
in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Ann Birdsell:

This book untitled Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Julia Watkins:

The actual book Strangers in Blood: Fur Trade Company Families in Indian Country has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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