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In the mid-1980s, Amy Tan was a successful but unhappy corporate speechwriter. By the end of the decade,
she was perched firmly atop the best-seller lists with The Joy Luck Club, with more hugely popular novels to
follow. Tan's work - once pigeonholed as ethnic literature, a niche market with limited appeal - resonates
with universal themes that cross cultural and ideological boundaries, and proved wildly successful with
readers of all stripes. Tender, sincere, complex, honest and uncompromising in its portrayal of Chinese
culture and its affect on women - Amy Tan's work earned her both praise and excoriation from critics,
adoration from fans, and a place as one of America's most notable modern writers. This reference work
offers an introduction to and overview of Amy Tan's life, her body of literature, and her characters, motifs
and themes. The main text is comprised of entries covering characters, dates, historical figures and events,
allusions, motifs and themes from Tan's works, among other topics. The entries combine both critical
insights with generous citations from primary and secondary sources. Each entry concludes with a selected
bibliography. There is also a chronology of Tan's family history and her life. Appendices provide an
overlapping timeline of historical and fictional events in Tan's work; a glossary of foreign terms found in her
writing; and a list of related writing and research topics. An extensive bibliography and a comprehensive
index accompany the text.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Amy Tan: A Literary Companion (McFarland Literary Companion) this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suitable all of you.

Ronald Moffatt:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Amy Tan: A Literary Companion (McFarland Literary
Companion) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Calvin Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Amy Tan: A Literary Companion (McFarland Literary Companion) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Bettye Heinrich:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Amy Tan: A Literary Companion (McFarland Literary Companion) when you needed it?
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