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Well wasit for Germany that Bismarck had not allowed her to fall into the weak and vacillating hands of a
Parliamentary government. Peace has its dangers as well aswar, and the rivalry of nations lays upon them a
burden beneath which all but the strongest must succumb. The future was dark; threatening clouds were
gathering in the East and West; the hostility of Russiaincreased, and in France the Republic was wavering; a
military adventurer had appeared, who threatened to use the desire for revenge as a means for his personal
advancement. Germany could no longer disregard French threats; year by year the French army had been
increased, and in 1886 General Boulanger introduced a new law by which in time of peace over 500,000 men
would be under arms. Russia had nearly 550,000 soldiers on her peace establishment, and, against this,
Germany only 430,000. They were no longer safe; the duty of the Government was clear; in December,
1886, they brought forward alaw to raise the army to 470,000 men and keep it at that figure for seven years.
“We have no desire for war,” said Bismarck, in defending the proposal; “we belong (to use an expression of
Prince Metternich’s) to the States whose appetite is satisfied; under no circumstances shall we attack France;
the stronger we are, the more improbable iswar; but if France has any reason to believe that she is more
powerful than we, then war is certain.” It was, he said, no good for the House to assure the Government of
their patriotism and their readiness for sacrifice when the hour of danger arrived; they must be prepared
beforehand. “Words are not soldiers and speeches not battalions.”

The House (there was amgjority of Catholics, Socialists, and Progressives) threw out the bill, the
Government dissolved, and the country showed its confidence in Bismarck and Moltke; Conservatives and
National Liberals made a codlition, the Pope himself ordered the Catholics not to oppose the Government
(his support had been purchased by the partial repeal of alaw expelling religious orders from Prussia), and
the Emperor could celebrate his ninetieth birthday, which fell in March, 1887, hopeful that the beneficent
work of peaceful reform would continue. And yet never was Bismarck’s resource so needed as during the
last year in which he was to serve his old master ...
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From reader reviews:
Charles Davis;

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Bismarck is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

William Sanders:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Bismarck why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

L awrence Shults:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Bismarck is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Veda Howard:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book way, more smple and reachable. This Bismarck can give you alot of pals because by you checking out
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et
me have Bismarck.
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