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David Scott Kastan lucidly explores the remarkable richness and the ambitious design of King Henry IV Part
1 and shows how these complicate any easy sense of what kind of play it is. Conventionally regarded as a
history play, much of it is in fact conspicuously invented fiction, and Kastan argues that the non-historical,
comic plot does not simply parody the historical action but by its existence raises questions about the very
nature of history. The full and engaging introduction devotes extensive discussion to the play's language,
indicating how its insistent economic vocabulary provides texture for the social concerns of the play and
focuses attention on the central relationship between value and political authority. Kastan also covers the
recurrence of the word "honor" in the text and the role that women play. Appendices provide the sources of 1
Henry IV, discussions of Shakespeare's metrics, and the history of the manuscript. The appendix on casting
features a doubling chart to show which characters may be played by one actor. Photographic images of the
original Q0 Fragment, which is assumed to have been printed in Peter Short's printing house in 1598, appear
in the fifth appendix. Finally, a reference section provides a list of abbreviations and references, a catalog of
Shakespeare's works and works partly by Shakespeare, and citations for the modern productions mentioned
in the text, other collated editions of Shakespeare's work, and other related reading.

The Arden Shakespeare has developed a reputation as the pre-eminent critical edition of Shakespeare for
its exceptional scholarship, reflected in the thoroughness of each volume. An introduction comprehensively
contextualizes the play, chronicling the history and culture that surrounded and influenced Shakespeare at the
time of its writing and performance, and closely surveying critical approaches to the work. Detailed
appendices address problems like dating and casting, and analyze the differing Quarto and Folio sources. A
full commentary by one or more of the play's foremost contemporary scholars illuminates the text, glossing
unfamiliar terms and drawing from an abundance of research and expertise to explain allusions and
significant background information. Highly informative and accessible, Arden offers the fullest experience
of Shakespeare available to a reader.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Wymer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled King
Henry IV, Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Roxanne Mazon:

The book King Henry IV, Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book King Henry
IV, Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book King Henry IV, Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1) has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

George Hale:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this King Henry IV, Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third
Series) (Pt. 1) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jessie Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this King Henry IV, Part 1 (Arden
Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation King Henry IV,
Part 1 (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) (Pt. 1) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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