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The delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention blocked the establishment of Christianity as a national
religion. But they could not keep religion out of American politics. From the election of 1800, when
Federalist clergymen charged that deist Thomas Jefferson was unfit to lead a "Christian nation," to today,
when some Democrats want to embrace the so-called Religious Left in order to compete with the
Republicans and the Religious Right, religion has always been part of American politics. In Religion in
American Politics, Frank Lambert tells the fascinating story of the uneasy relations between religion and
politics from the founding to the twenty-first century.

Lambert examines how antebellum Protestant unity was challenged by sectionalism as both North and South
invoked religious justification; how Andrew Carnegie's "Gospel of Wealth" competed with the anticapitalist
"Social Gospel" during postwar industrialization; how the civil rights movement was perhaps the most
effective religious intervention in politics in American history; and how the alliance between the Republican
Party and the Religious Right has, in many ways, realized the founders' fears of religious-political electoral
coalitions. In these and other cases, Lambert shows that religion became sectarian and partisan whenever it
entered the political fray, and that religious agendas have always mixed with nonreligious ones.

Religion in American Politics brings rare historical perspective and insight to a subject that was just as
important--and controversial--in 1776 as it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Casillas:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Religion in American Politics: A Short
History to read.

Tracy Caudle:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Religion in American Politics: A Short History book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of
Religion in American Politics: A Short History content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking Religion in American Politics: A Short History is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Hector Duggan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Religion in American Politics: A Short History provide you with new experience
in looking at a book.

Charles Whittaker:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Religion in American Politics: A Short History or
even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Religion in American Politics: A Short History to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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