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Understanding modern literary theory is a challenge even for the erudite individual. The Smart Student's
Guide to Modern Literary Theory will clear away most of the jargon and convoluted prose found in essays
and texts on theory. If you need detailed help on theories like deconstruction, Marxism, feminism, Russian
Formalism, structuralism, archetypal criticism, postmodernism, New Criticism, phenomenology, and
Reader-Response criticism, this book will prove invaluable to literature majors (especialy those taking a
coursein Literary Theory), and students of history and philosophy. More than thirty theorists are covered,
including but not limited to) T. Adorno, L. Althusser, M. Bakhtin, R. Barthes, J. Baudrillard, M. Beardsley,
W. Benjamin, H. Cixous, S. de Beauvoir, P. de Man, J. Derrida, F. de Saussure, S. Fish, M. Foucault, N.
Frye, H. Gadamer, M. Heidegger, E. Husserl, L. Irigaray, W. Iser, J. Kristeva, J. Lacan, C-L. Strauss, J-F.
Lyotard, K. Marx, and V. Shklovsky. Each of these theoristsisintroduced in a Context that places him/her in
a continuum of history, philosophy, literature, and politics. A Summary of chosen well-anthologized essays
and excerpted chapters follows that highlights the text on a near paragraph by paragraph basis. Next isan
Analysisthat provides afull linguistic, stylistic, and logical interpretation. (thisisthe part that your
professors will be surprised that you know). Finally there is awrap-up Essay Question of the type that you
might find on an exam or can use as a starting point for aresearch project. And of course thereis alengthy
multi-paragraph response. The prose style is suitable for both undergraduate and graduate students. High
school and college/university instructors will find this book as a useful aid for lesson planning. Finally, you
need not even be a student enrolled in aformal course to benefit. For those who are out of school and have
an intellectual bent, you will discover just what all the hooplais about the next time someone else starts
discussing theory and you want to join in. Now you can. The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary
Theory isno easy read. It isindeed a challenge, but the knowledge contained herein is part of what it means
to know why and how literature affects us the way it does.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Daniéels:

The book The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like abook The
Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. Y ou can ook the enormous world by available and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Guadalupe Baum:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary
Theory had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It israther advantages for you. The guide The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory
is not only giving you alot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Smart
Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory. Y ou never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Wilfred Walker:

Isit an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Betty Dansby:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory
to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book
and looking at especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that
the e-book The Smart Student's Guide to Modern Literary Theory can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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