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Considered one of America's engineering marvels, the Panama Canal sparked intense debates in the 1970s
over the decision to turn it back over to Panama. In this remarkable and revealing tale, noted journalist Adam
Clymer shows how the decision to give up this revered monument of the "American century" stirred
emotions already rubbed raw by the loss of the Vietham War and shaped American politics for years.

Jmmy Carter made the Canal hisfirst foreign policy priority and won the battle to ratify the Panama Canal
treaties. But, Clymer reveals, the larger war was lost. The issue gave Ronald Reagan a slogan that kept his
1976 candidacy alive and positioned him to win in 1980, helped elect conservative senators who made a
Republican majority, and fueled the overall growth of conservatism.

In telling the story of America's reconsideration of the 1903 treaty that gave it control of the Canal "in
perpetuity,” Clymer focuses on the perspectives of six key players: Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter,
and Ronald Reagan, Senate Minority Leader Howard Baker, political candidate Gordon Humphrey, and
Terry Dolan of the National Conservative Political Action Committee. His narrative illuminates many
aspects of American politics during the Ford and Carter years-especially regarding Senate elections-that have
been largely overlooked. And his chronicling of the emergence of political action committees on the right
reveals their often-awkward relationship with the GOP and the uneasy alliances that hel ped the Republicans
win control of the Senate in 1980.

Clymer explores how the uproar over the Canal episode foreshadowed perennial partisan attacks over
intense, emotional issues from abortion to gun control to same-sex marriage. He also shows that people who
hated the idea of giving up the canal gave birth to the NCPAC approach of beating up on an incumbent long
before an election, often assisted by independent spending and outside advertising.

As Clymer argues, " The Panama Canal no longer divides Panama. But the fissures it opened 30 years ago

have widened; they divide the United States.” His even-handed account offers new insight into the "Reagan
Revolution" and highlights an overlooked turning point in American political history.
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From reader reviews:
Arthur Pascual:

This Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Drawing the Line
a the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right can be one of the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individua with information
that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Drawing the Line at the Big
Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise.
So, let'shaveit and luxuriate in reading.

Jim May:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read some sort of
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a book.
The book Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right it is
extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive
but this book features high quality.

Robert Schrader:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information quicker to share. Y ou can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the
Rise of the Right this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. Thiskind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.

Lorraine Stark:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book



Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right. Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Download and Read Online Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The
Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right Adam Clymer
#RSV3HX2ZUDI



Read Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal
Treaties and the Rise of the Right by Adam Clymer for online ebook
Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right by Adam Clymer
Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks

to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal
Treaties and the Rise of the Right by Adam Clymer books to read online.

Online Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of
the Right by Adam Clymer ebook PDF download

Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treatiesand the Rise of the Right by Adam
Clymer Doc

Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right by Adam Clymer M obipocket

Drawing the Line at the Big Ditch: The Panama Canal Treaties and the Rise of the Right by Adam Clymer EPub



