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The dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo, who ruled the Dominican Republic from 1930 until his assassination in
1961, was one of the longest and bloodiest in Latin American history. The Dictator’s Seduction is a cultural
history of the Trujillo regime as it was experienced in the capital city of Santo Domingo. Focusing on
everyday forms of state domination, Lauren Derby describes how the regime infiltrated civil society by
fashioning a “vernacular politics” based on popular idioms of masculinity and fantasies of race and class
mobility. Derby argues that the most pernicious aspect of the dictatorship was how it appropriated quotidian
practices such as gossip and gift exchange, leaving almost no place for Dominicans to hide or resist.

Drawing on previously untapped documents in the Trujillo National Archives and interviews with
Dominicans who recall life under the dictator, Derby emphasizes the role that public ritual played in
Trujillo’s exercise of power. His regime included the people in affairs of state on a massive scale as never
before. Derby pays particular attention to how events and projects were received by the public as she
analyzes parades and rallies, the rebuilding of Santo Domingo following a major hurricane, and the staging
of a year-long celebration marking the twenty-fifth year of Trujillo’s regime. She looks at representations of
Trujillo, exploring how claims that he embodied the popular barrio antihero the tíguere (tiger) stoked a
fantasy of upward mobility and how a rumor that he had a personal guardian angel suggested he was
uniquely protected from his enemies. The Dictator’s Seduction sheds new light on the cultural contrivances
of autocratic power.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Dictator's
Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global
Interactions)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Lawanda Beverly:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a publication. The book The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the
Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global Interactions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Robert Kuehner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the
Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American Encounters/Global Interactions), you could enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Santa McNabb:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
The Dictator's Seduction: Politics and the Popular Imagination in the Era of Trujillo (American



Encounters/Global Interactions) when you essential it?
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