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“Itisfun to figure out the puzzle of how children go about making sense of mathematics and then how to
help teachershelp kids.” John A. Van de Walle, Late of Virginia Commonwealth University

Thisisthe philosophy behind Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally.
John A. Van de Walle wrote this book to help students understand mathematics and become confident in
their ability to teach the subject to children in kindergarten through eighth grade. Although he could not
have foreseen the changes in mathematics teaching over the last three decades, he was at the forefront of the
movement towards a constructivist view of teaching, or teaching developmentally. Constructivism says that
children construct their own knowledge. They are not blank slates waiting to absorb whatever the teacher
tellsthem. Teachers must understand both mathematics itself and how students learn mathematics in order
to teach it effectively.

Learning through problem solving is another major theme of this book. Students solve problems not just to
apply mathematics, but also to learn new mathematics. Effective problems will take into account where
students are, the problematic or engaging aspect of the problem must be due to the mathematics that the
students are to learn and not be diluted by non-mathematical activities such as cutting or pasting, and the
problem must require justifications and explanations for answers and methods. Learning then becomes an
outcome of the problem solving process.

The book also addresses in more detail than any other book on the market the effect that the trends of
standards-based education, increased pressure to test, and increased teacher accountability have had on
teaching mathematics. He addresses the 2000 NCTM Standards in depth, in Chapter 1 on Teaching
Mathematics in the Era of the NCTM Standards, through the NCTM icon that appearsin the margins
throughout the text, and in two appendices in the back of the book. Chapter 5 on Building Assessment into
Instruction has also been heavily revised to focus on increased testing pressure, creating more explicit links
between objectives and assessment, and including assessments for students with special needs.

Elementary and Middle School Mathematics. Teaching Developmentally isabook for doing math
today—for both students who want to become teachers, and the students they will eventually teach.

New To This Edition:
NEW! Revises Chapter 5 on assessment--Discusses increased testing pressure and accountability, adds
more information on equitable assessments, creates more explicit links between objectives and assessment,

and includes assessments for students with special needs.

NEW! Updatesthe Literature Connections featureto remove all out of print children’sliterature and
include mor e non-fiction, poetry, and other types of readings.

NEW! Weavesthe Focal Pointsthroughout the chaptersaswell aslinksthem with the Big | deas



feature—Focal Points have also been added to the Appendix.
NEW! Includes expanded coverage of working with diverselearners.

NEW! Givesgreater emphasison dealing with math anxiety.
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From reader reviews:
Julia Hanson:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally, 7th
Edition book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to giveto you. The writer associated with Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching
Developmentally, 7th Edition content conveys the idea easily to understand by |ots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking
Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally, 7th Edition is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

David Barr:

In this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple way to have that. What you should do isjust
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching
Developmentally, 7th Edition. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Patrick Myers:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Elementary and Middle School Mathematics. Teaching
Developmentally, 7th Edition was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally, 7th Edition has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Jason Scott:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It isreferred to as of
book Elementary and Middle School Mathematics: Teaching Developmentally, 7th Edition. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier
toread. It ismost crucia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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