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Wartime is costly. Whilst the human cost is a burden which remains part of our every waking thoughts for
many years after the end of the conflict, the physical cost, at least in some cases, is easier to deal with.

Some, if not most of the physical cost of war, is spent in the constant supply of materials including
armaments and machines to the troops – wherever they happen to be fighting. Of course the Services have
always needed supplies of uniforms, equipment and machines. However, the rate of expansion of the
Services and the rate of consumption of armaments increases dramatically in wartime. Pre-war traditional
manufacturers simply could not cope with the sudden increase in orders.

The only solution was to fabricate what was needed, in the Second World War at least, in additional
factories. Shadow Factories was the term used to describe the use of third party factories and equipment used
to manufacture components or complete units which were then passed on to the Services. These units could
be anything from tanks, parts of aircraft to small pumps or rifles. The list was almost endless.

Clearly it would be impossible to walk into the nearest engineering shop and expect them to manufacture
heavy components. The railway yards were used to dealing with heavy blocks of metals and so they were
approached to help with heavier vehicles such as tanks. Similarly the motor manufacturers were asked to
help out with producing trucks and jeeps, for example.

Of course this need necessitated formal contracts, and as far as possible discretion so that the German
bombers could not locate and destroy vital sources of supplies. In some cases, such was the level of secrecy
that components for aircraft for example, were fabricated in a number of shadow factories and assembled in
a different location. In that way the exact engineering drawings could be more easily controlled and a stray
bomb would only destroy part of the plans and planes.

Where relevant, examples are provided from across the United Kingdom and cover an extensive range of
machines and vehicles. Some details will also be provided concerning armament shells, some of which were
made in one site and filled in other facilities. The government departments were certainly kept busy keeping
track of it all!
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Navarro:

Exactly why? Because this Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Stephen Bruns:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War provide you with new
experience in studying a book.

Richard Haley:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Kyle Reese:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As



we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World
War can make you really feel more interested to read.
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