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In two previous books, Janet Malcolm explored the hidden sides of, respectively, institutional psychoanalysis
and Freudian biography. In this book, she examines the psychopathology of journalism. Using a strange and
unprecedented lawsuit as her larger-than-life example -- the lawsuit of Jeffrey MacDonald, a convicted
murderer, against Joe McGinniss, the author of Fatal Vision, a book about the crime -- she delves into the
always uneasy, sometimes tragic relationship that exists between journalist and subject. In Malcolm's view,
neither journalist nor subject can avoid the moral impasse that is built into the journalistic situation. When
the text first appeared, as a two-part article in The New Yorker, its thesis seemed so radical and its irony so
pitiless that journalists across the country reacted as if stung.

Her book is a work of journalism as well as an essay on journalism: it at once exemplifies and dissects its
subject. In her interviews with the leading and subsidiary characters in the MacDonald-McGinniss case -- the
principals, their lawyers, the members of the jury, and the various persons who testified as expert witnesses
at the trial -- Malcolm is always aware of herself as a player in a game that, as she points out, she cannot
lose. The journalist-subject encounter has always troubled journalists, but never before has it been looked at
so unflinchingly and so ruefully. Hovering over the narrative -- and always on the edge of the reader's
consciousness -- is the MacDonald murder case itself, which imparts to the book an atmosphere of anxiety
and uncanniness. The Journalist and the Murderer derives from and reflects many of the dominant
intellectual concerns of our time, and it will have a particular appeal for those who cherish the odd, the off-
center, and the unsolved.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Journalist and the Murderer will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Barbara Morton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The
Journalist and the Murderer is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Olsen:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Journalist and the Murderer, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Karen Bright:

Often the book The Journalist and the Murderer has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
article book.
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