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When The Grapes of Wrath was published in 1939, it had an explosive effect on the public, calling attention
to the problems of migrant farm workers during the Great Depression. This casebook provides a rich source
of primary materials on the period and the plight of the migrant farm worker that brings to life the problems
Steinbeck immortalized in the novel. Included are interviews with eyewitnesses to the Dust Bowl, firsthand
accounts and investigative reports of the causes and effects of the Great Depression, letters to Eleanor
Roosevelt and Labor Secretary Frances Perkins, diaries and autobiographies of migrant farm workers in the
1930s, newspaper articles and editorials of the period, congressional testimony, a Wobbly song, affidavits by
union activists, and other unique materials, many of which have never before appeared in print. All these
materials can be used in literature, American history, and interdisciplinary classes to enrich the study of this
novel and its times.

Following a literary analysis of the novel, six chapters present primary documents on the following topics
related to the novel: the financial causes and results of the Great Depression; the history of farming in the
early twentieth century and the growth of agribusiness in California; working and living conditions of
migrant farm workers in 1930s California; attempts to unionize farm workers and major strikes of the period;
lawlessness among law enforcement officers in dealing with union members; the legacy of the 1930s?Cesar
Chavez and the United Farm Workers, and working and living conditions of farm workers long after the
publication of the novel. Each chapter is followed by study questions, topics for research papers and class
discussion, and suggestions of further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Angeline Stallings:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Understanding
The Grapes of Wrath: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood
Press "Literature in Context" Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jessica Keith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Understanding The Grapes of Wrath: A Student Casebook
to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Cindy Johnson:

The publication with title Understanding The Grapes of Wrath: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) includes a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jeri McKeen:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Understanding The Grapes of Wrath: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Understanding The Grapes of Wrath: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical



Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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