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Family reunification is a key principle underlying U.S. immigration policy. It is embodied in the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), which specifies numerical limits for five family-based admission
categories, as well as a per-country limit on total family-based admissions. The five categories include
immediate relatives of U.S. citizens and four other family-based categories that vary according to individual
characteristics such as the legal status of the petitioning U.S.-based relative, and the age, family relationship,
and marital status of the prospective immigrant. Of the 990,553 foreign nationals admitted to the United
States in FY2013 as lawful permanent residents (LPRs), 649,763, or 66%, were admitted on the basis of
family ties. Of these family-based immigrants admitted in FY2013, 68% were admitted as immediate
relatives of U.S. citizens. Many of the 990,553 immigrants were initially admitted on a temporary basis and
became immigrants by converting or “adjusting” their status to a lawful permanent resident. The proportion
of family-based immigrants who adjusted their immigration status while residing in the United States (54%)
exceeded that of family-based immigrants who had their immigration petitions processed while living abroad
(46%), although such percentages varied considerably among the five family-based admission categories.
Since FY2000, increasing numbers of immediate relatives of U.S. citizens have accounted for all of the
growth in family-based admissions. Between FY2000 and FY2009, immigrants who accompanied or later
followed principal (qualifying) immigrants averaged 12% of all family-based admissions annually. During
that period, Mexico, the Philippines, China, India, and the Dominican Republic sent the most family-based
immigrants to the United States. Each year, the number of foreign nationals petitioning for LPR status
through family-sponsored preferences exceeds the supply of legal immigrant slots. As a result, a visa queue
has accumulated of foreign nationals who qualify as immigrants under the INA but who must wait for a visa
to immigrate to the United States. As such, the visa queue constitutes not a backlog of petitions to be
processed but, rather, the number of persons approved for visas not yet available due to INA-specified
numerical limits. As of November 1, 2013, the visa queue included 4.2 million persons. Every month, the
Department of State (DOS) produces its Visa Bulletin, which lists “cut-off dates” for each of the four
numerically limited family-based admissions categories. Cut-off dates indicate when petitions that are
currently being processed for a numerically limited visa were initially approved. For most countries, cut-off
dates range between 1.5 years and 12.5 years ago. For countries that send the most immigrants, the range
expands to between 2 and 23 years ago. Interest in immigration reform has increased scrutiny of family-
based immigration and revived debate over its proportion of total lawful permanent admissions. Past or
current proposals for overhauling family-based admissions have been made by numerous observers,
including two congressionally mandated commissions.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS Reports) book is readable through you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS Reports) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS Reports) is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Delia Black:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS Reports) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jerry Goble:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS Reports) will give you a new experience in
studying a book.

Shawn Hoffman:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This U.S. Family-Based Immigration Policy (CRS
Reports) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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