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Collage of Myself presents a groundbreaking account of the creative story behind America’s most celebrated
collection of poems. In the first book-length study of Walt Whitman’s journals and manuscripts, Matt Miller
demonstrates that until approximately 1854 (only a single year before the first publication of Leaves of
Grass), Whitman—who once speculated that Leaves would be a novel or a play—was unaware that his
ambitions would assume the form of poetry at all.
 
Collage of Myself details Whitman’s discovery of a remarkable new creative process that allowed him to
transform a diverse array of texts into poems such as “Song of Myself” and “The Sleepers.” Whitman
embraced an art of fragments that encouraged him to “cut and paste” his lines into ever-evolving forms based
on what he called “spinal ideas.” This approach to language, Miller argues, represents the first major use in
the Western arts of the technique later known as collage, an observation with significant ramifications for our
reception of subsequent artists and writers. Long before the modernists, Whitman integrated found text and
ready-made language into a revolutionary formulation of artistic production that anticipates much of what is
exciting about modern and postmodern art.
 
Using the Walt Whitman Archive’s collection of digital images to study what were previously scattered and
inaccessible manuscript pages, Miller provides a breakthrough in our understanding of this great American
literary icon.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

The publication with title Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass contains a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Connie Pauls:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass.

Christen Arnold:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Collage
of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get prior to. The Collage of Myself: Walt Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass giving you a
different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Marlene Wiedman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Collage of Myself: Walt
Whitman and the Making of Leaves of Grass which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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