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This well-illustrated book, by two established historians of school mathematics, documents Thomas
Jefferson’s quest, after 1775, to introduce a form of decimal currency to the fledgling United States of
America. The book describes a remarkable study showing how the United States’ decision to adopt a fully
decimalized, carefully conceived national currency ultimately had a profound effect on U.S. school
mathematics curricula.

The book shows, by analyzing a large set of arithmetic textbooks and an even larger set of handwritten
cyphering books, that although most eighteenth- and nineteenth-century authors of arithmetic textbooks
included sections on vulgar and decimal fractions, most school students who prepared cyphering books did
not study either vulgar or decimal fractions. In other words, author-intended school arithmetic curricula were
not matched by teacher-implemented school arithmetic curricula. Amazingly, that state of affairs continued
even after the U.S. Mint began minting dollars, cents and dimes in the 1790s. In U.S. schools between 1775
and 1810 it was often the case that Federal money was studied but decimal fractions were not. That gradually
changed during the first century of the formal existence of the United States of America. By contrast,
Chapter 6 reports a comparative analysis of data showing that in Great Britain only a minority of eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century school students studied decimal fractions. Clements and Ellerton argue that
Jefferson’s success in establishing a system of decimalized Federal money had educationally significant
effects on implemented school arithmetic curricula in the United States of America.

The lens through which Clements and Ellerton have analyzed their large data sets has been the lag-time
theoretical position which they have developed. That theory posits that the time between when an important
mathematical “discovery” is made (or a concept is “created”) and when that discovery (or concept) becomes
an important part of school mathematics is dependent on mathematical, social, political and economic
factors. Thus, lag time varies from region to region, and from nation to nation.

Clements and Ellerton are the first to identify the years after 1775 as the dawn of a new day in U.S. school
mathematics?traditionally, historians have argued that nothing in U.S. school mathematics was worthy of
serious study until the 1820s. This book emphasizes the importance of the acceptance of decimal currency so
far as school mathematics is concerned. It also draws attention to the consequences for school mathematics
of the conscious decision of the U.S. Congress not to proceed with Thomas Jefferson’s grand scheme for a
system of decimalized weights and measures.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810:
Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals
1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Michael Canton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810:
Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics seemed to be making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve
Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Thomas Jefferson
and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School Mathematics. You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Clifford Walsh:

This Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the History of U.S. School
Mathematics is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the
History of U.S. School Mathematics can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life along with knowledge.

Jesse Ward:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information from your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update
of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Thomas Jefferson and his Decimals 1775-1810: Neglected Years in the
History of U.S. School Mathematics when you essential it?
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