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Christopher Mcllwain’s Civil War Alabama is alandmark book that sheds invigorating new light on the
causes, the course, and the outcomes in Alabama of the nation’s greatest drama and trauma. Based on twenty
years of exhaustive research that draws on avast trove of primary sources such as letters, newspapers, and
personal journals, Civil War Alabama presents compelling new explanations for how Alabama’ s white
citizens came to take up arms against the federal government.

A fledgling state at only forty years old, Alabama approached the 1860s with expanding populations of both
whites and black slaves. They were locked together in a powerful yet fragile economic engine that produced
and concentrated titanic wealth in the hands of awhite elite. Perceiving themselves trapped between a mass
of disenfranchised black slaves and the industrializing and increasingly abolitionist North, white Alabamians
were led into secession and war by a charismatic cohort who claimed the imprimatur of biblical scripture,
romanticized traditions of chivalry, and the military mantle of the American Revolution.

And yet, Alabama’ s white citizens were not a monolith of one mind. Mcllwain dispels the received wisdom
of awhite citizenry united behind a cadre of patriarchs and patriots. Providing afresh and insightful
synthesis of military events, economic factors such asinflation and shortages, politics and elections, the
pivotal role of the legal profession, and the influence of the press, Mcllwain’s Civil War Alabama
illuminates the fissiparous state of white, antebellum Alabamians divided by class, geography, financial
interests, and political loyalties.

Vital and compelling, Civil War Alabama will take its place among the definitive books about Alabama’'s
doomed Confederate experiment and legacy. Although he rigorously dismantles idealized myths about the
South’s“Lost Cause,” Mcllwain restores for contemporary readers the fervent struggles between Alabamians
over their response to the epic crisis of their times.
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From reader reviews:
Toni Williams:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Civil War Alabama.

Margar et Calderon:

This Civil War Alabama book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This
specific Civil War Alabama without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Civil War Alabama can bring once you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
Civil War Alabama having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Houston Boynton:

The book Civil War Alabamawill bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to explain the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Civil War Alabama is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

George Eichner:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Civil War Alabamawhy because the fantastic
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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