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ARTICLE I The Point of View

THE student should realize at the outset that in casting shadows on architectural drawings he is dealing with
materials of art rather than with materials of mathematics. The shades and shadows of architectural objects
are architectural things, not mathematical things. They are architectural entities, having form, mass and
proportion just as have other architectural entities. Consequently these masses and shapes of dark must be as
carefully considered in the study of design as are columns or entablatures, or other masses. It is, therefore, of
great importance to the draftsman or designer that he should be familiar with the forms of those shadows
which are most common in architectural work, and with the methods most convenient for determining these
and shadows in general.

The student is urged, then, to regard the mathematical part of the study of architectural shadows not as its
object or its essence, but merely as its means, — having no greater architectural importance than the scale or
triangle or other tools used in making drawings. Therefore the use of mathematical terminology has been, as
far as possible, avoided in the following discussions.

It has also been thought best to avoid presenting more than one method of solving any given problem, the
purpose being to give that one which appears most likely to be convenient in practice and comprehensible to
the student.

It has been common in the schools to teach the orders carefully as to form and proportion, with no mention
of the shadows which invariably accompany those orders and modify their proportions wherever they are
lighted by the sun. The student has been encouraged to spend weeks or perhaps months in learning to draw
the architectural elements with great precision, yet without consideration of those masses and shapes of dark
which have largely influenced the development and must always influence the use of these elements. Now, if
it is of importance that he should become thoroughly familiar with the orders and other elements of
architectural compositions, it is equally important that he should become quite as familiar with the shadows
of those elements. If, moreover, it is important that he should be able to draw the orders and other elements
readily, accurately, and with a sure, precise, artistically expressive "touch" or technique, is it not quite as
important that he should draw their shadows with an equal ease, precision and expressiveness ?

This last, it may be objected, is an affair of drawing and rendering, not involved in the knowledge of the
principles of casting shadows. But, as before suggested, these "principles" have no final value in architectural
work, and are useful only as means to expression. It is impossible, therefore, to separate the right study of
elements of architecture from the expression, that is, the drawing and rendering of them. All architectural
drawings — if they be really architectural — will have for their purpose and result the expression of an
artistic conception. It is as impossible to separate the expression of the architect's idea from the technique of
his drawings as to separate the technique of a musician from the expression of the composer's idea.

These things have not been clearly and generally put to the student of architectural shades and shadows, if
they have been put at all. He has been asked to study shades and shadows and perspective as parts of
descriptive geometry. It is little wonder that his results have often been mistaken and useless, and his study
of these subjects spiritless, disinterested and perfunctory. He is usually keenly alive to and interested in



whatever vitally concerns his art, and if once convinced that the subject of shadows does so concern his art,
he will bring to the study of it an interest and enthusiasm that will produce results of artistic value.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Brooks:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Architectural
Shades and Shadows is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Michelle Oquinn:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Architectural Shades and Shadows, you may enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jerry Bonner:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Architectural Shades and Shadows will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Lewis Shafer:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Architectural Shades and Shadows to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide Architectural Shades and Shadows can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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