
Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic
Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot
Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the

American Indian)
Robert J. Bigart

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806141336
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806141336
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0806141336


Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival
Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians,
1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian)

Robert J. Bigart

Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish
Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) Robert J. Bigart

Tells how one American Indian tribe survived despite overwhelming challenges

In 1870, the Bitterroot Salish Indians—called “Flatheads” by the first white explorers to encounter
them—were a small tribe living on the western slope of the Northern Rocky Mountains in Montana
Territory. Pressures on the Salish were intensifying during this time, from droughts and dwindling resources
to aggressive neighboring tribes and Anglo-American expansion. In 1891, the economically impoverished
Salish accepted government promises of assistance and retreated to the Flathead Reservation, more than sixty
miles from their homeland.

In Getting Good Crops, Robert J. Bigart examines the full range of available sources to explain how the
Salish survived into the twentieth century, despite their small numbers, their military disadvantages, and the
aggressive invasion of white settlers who greedily devoured their land and its natural resources.

Bigart argues that a key to the survival of the Salish, from the early nineteenth century onward, was their
diplomatic agility and willingness to form strategic alliances and friendships with non-Salish peoples. In
doing so, the Salish navigated their way through multiple crises, relying more on their wits than on force.
The Salish also took steps to sustain themselves economically. Although hunting and gathering had been
their mainstay for centuries, the Salish began farming — “getting good crops” — to feed themselves because
buffalo were becoming increasingly scarce.

Raised on the Flathead Reservation himself, the author is seeking to convey the Salish story from their
perspective, despite the paucity of written Salish testimony. What emerges is a picture — both inspiring and
heartbreaking—  of a people maintaining autonomy against all odds.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew German:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the
Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
of Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish
Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) content conveys objective easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it.
So , do you continue to thinking Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the
Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Clarence Ross:

The book Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot
Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Catherine Ng:

Precisely why? Because this Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the
Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Dominick Tran:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Getting Good Crops: Economic and
Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the
American Indian) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when



you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve Getting Good Crops: Economic and Diplomatic Survival Strategies of the
Montana Bitterroot Salish Indians, 1870–1891 (Civilization of the American Indian) can to be your brand
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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