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Though remembered largely by history as Andrew Jackson's nephew, Andrew Jackson Donelson was
himself a significant figure in nineteenth-century America: a politician, planter, diplomat, newspaper editor,
and vice-presidential candidate. His relationship with his uncle and mentor defined his life, as he struggled to
find the political and personal success that he wanted and his uncle thought he deserved. In Old Hickory's
Nephew, the first definitive biography of this enigmatic man, Mark R. Cheathem explores both Donelson's
political contributions and his complex, tumultuous, and often-overlooked relationship with Andrew
Jackson.

Born in Sumner County, Tennessee, in 1799, Donelson lost his father only five years|ater. Andrew Jackson
soon became aforcein his nephew's life, seeing in his namesake his political protégé. Jackson went so far as
to predict that Donelson would one day become president. After attending West Point, Donelson helped
establish the Jacksonian wing of the Democratic party and edited a national Democratic newspaper. As a
diplomat, he helped bring about the annexation of Texas and, following in his uncle's footsteps, he became
the owner of severa plantations. On the surface, Donelson was a political and personal success.

But few lives are so straightforward. The strong relationship between the uncle and nephew -- defined by the
concept of honor that suffused the southern society in which they lived -- quickly frayed when Donelson and
his wife defied his uncle during the infamous Peggy Eaton sex scandal of Jackson's first presidential
administration. This resulted, Cheathem shows, in atense relationship, full of distrust and suspicion, between
Donelson and Jackson that lasted until the "Hero of New Orleans' died in 1845. Donelson later |eft the
Democratic party in atiff and joined the American, or Know Nothing, party, which selected him as Millard
Fillmore's running mate in 1856. Though Donelson tried to establish himself as his uncle's political successor
and legator, his friends and foes alike accused him of trading on his uncle's name to gain political and
financial success.

Thelife of Andrew Jackson Donelson illuminates the expectations placed upon young southern men of
prominent families as well as the complexities and contradictions in their lives. In this biography, Cheathem
awakens interest in a nearly forgotten but nonetheless intriguing figure in American history.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Sedillo:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But aso they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Old Hickory's Nephew: The
Political and Private Struggles of Andrew Jackson Donelson (Southern Biography Series).

Samantha Peay:

The reserve with title Old Hickory's Nephew: The Political and Private Struggles of Andrew Jackson
Donelson (Southern Biography Series) has lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of
advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Samantha Williams:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet,
paper, book, and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to your account is Old Hickory's Nephew: The Political and Private Struggles of
Andrew Jackson Donelson (Southern Biography Series) this reserve consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Betty Patton:

This Old Hickory's Nephew: The Political and Private Struggles of Andrew Jackson Donelson (Southern
Biography Series) isfresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this Old Hickory's Nephew: The Political and Private Struggles of Andrew Jackson
Donelson (Southern Biography Series) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by



anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this book isthe answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.
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